ORDINANCE NO. 135

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PARKING REGULATIONS DURING SNOW REMOVAL OPERATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

The City Council of the City of Mantorville, Minnesota, does ordain as follows:

SECTION 1.
Definitions. As used in this ordinance the words and phrases defined in this section shall have the following meanings ascribed to them:

1) [image: image1.wmf]“Owner” means either a person who holds the legal title to real property or a person who holds title of a vehicle, trailer, machinery, or equipment, or in the event a vehicle or trailer is subject to a conditional sale or lease agreement, the vendee or lessee of such vehicle or trailer shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this ordinance.

2) “Parked” means the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles, trailers, machinery, equipment or other device or property of any nature upon a street or alley whether accompanied or unaccompanied by the operator thereof.


3) “Snow removal period” shall mean the period of time commencing at the beginning of each snowfall and continuing until snow or ice plowing has been completed on such street or alley over the full width of the street or alley.

4) “Street or alley” means the entire width between boundary lines of any way or place when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic.  The term “street” specifically includes highway.

5) “Trailer” means every vehicle without motor power designed for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle.

6) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a street or alley, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

SECTION 2.
Commencement of removal operations.  The City Street Supervisor, within twelve (12) hours following the termination of snow, freezing rain, sleet, ice, snowdrifts or other natural phenomena, which create or are likely to create hazardous road conditions impeding or likely to impede the free movement of fire, health, police, emergency or other vehicular traffic or the safety and welfare of the community, shall commence the removal of such conditions from the streets, alleys, and highways within the City.

SECTION 3.
Parking during snow removal period prohibited.  No vehicle, trailer, machinery, equipment or other device or property of any nature shall be parked, abandoned or left unattended on any city street or alley in the city between the hours of 4:00 a.m. and noon during a snow removal period.

SECTION 4.
Exemptions from parking prohibition.  The foregoing provisions of Section 3 shall not prohibit passenger vehicles from stopping for periods sufficient to load or discharge passengers from such vehicles.  Commercial vehicles may stop for periods sufficient to load and unload cargo when special permission is obtained from the City Street Supervisor or the police department or sheriff’s department provided the commercial vehicle is not left unattended.

SECTION 5.
Towing of vehicles or trailers.  Any vehicle or trailer parked in or upon any street or alley in violation of this ordinance may be towed at the owner’s expense.

SECTION 6.
Towing of vehicles or trailers violating this ordinance and piling of snow.  
1) Towing of vehicles.  Any vehicle, trailer, machinery, equipment or other device or property of any nature which shall be left parked or standing in violation of this ordinance may be summarily removed without notice to the owner or operator by officers of the police department of the city or persons employed or designated by them and stored in any appropriate place.  All necessary costs and expenses of towing, removing and storage of such vehicles, trailers, machinery, equipment or other device or property of any nature, shall be paid to the person doing the towing, by the person claiming the vehicles, trailers or other property before release of such vehicles, trailers or other property.  The city shall not be responsible for any damage to such vehicles, trailers or other property removed in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.

2) Piling of snow.  No owner or occupant of real property abutting a public street or alley nor any person on behalf of any such owner or occupant shall:

a) Push into or deposit upon the paved or improved roadway of any public street or alley, any snow or ice from such private property or from public boulevards adjoining such property.

b) Pile snow at such heights and at such locations as to interfere with the view of the traveling public at public street and alley intersections and at private drives onto public streets and alleys.

c) A violation of the provisions of this subsection shall not only subject the violator to petty misdemeanor penalties but shall also obligate the abutting owner or occupant and any agent of the owner or occupant, to reimburse the city for any expense incurred by it in removing snow unlawfully deposited or piled.

SECTION 7.
Penalty.  Any person who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine in an amount not to exceed the amount permitted by Minnesota law.

SECTION 8.
Savings Clause.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance, The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional.

SECTION 9.
Effective Date.  This ordinance becomes effective from and after its passage and publication.

Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Mantorville, this 19th day of December, 1996.



(signed) Jeff Kracht, Mayor


(signed) Ann Wilke, City Clerk
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