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1. Call to Order

Mayor Ingalls called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
	
Present:		Mayor Jeff Ingalls

Councilmembers:
Lynnette Nash
Lyle Hoaglund
Jim Potter
Kim Boyum

	Absent:		None

	Others Present:	City Clerk-Treasurer Gretchen Lohrbach
				Public Works Lead Joe Adams
				Public Works Wade Schroeder



2. Pledge of Allegiance

Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.


3. Changes to the Agenda

Council decided to move up the Pickleball Court Informational Session to before Public Concerns.

Councilmember Nash Moved and Councilmember Hoaglund seconded to approve the change in agenda order:

Motion carried:  5 ayes / 0 nays




4. Consent Agenda

Motion was made by Councilmember Potter and seconded by Councilmember Boyum to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented:

A. Accounts Payable (Warrant List) for 2.10.25
B. Regular Council Meeting Minutes 1.13.25
C. County Commissioners Meeting Minutes 1.14.25
D. Fire Department Member Meeting Minutes February 2025
E. Mantorville Chamber Minutes for January 2025

Motion carried:  5 ayes / 0 nays


5. Proclamations, Presentations and Recognitions
No Items


6. Public Concerns

Bill Reding has concerns about a possible wood boiler being put in town.  He quoted some rules on this.  City Clerk Lohrbach will look into what the actual statutes are surrounding outdoor heating systems.


7. Public Safety Update


8. Public Hearings
No Items


9. Old Business/New Business

A. A second publicized informational Session for the Approved Pickleball Courts at Slingerland Park for Spring 2025 was moved up before section 6 – Public Concerns.  

There were concerns that the first informational session, when the courts were approved, was not publicized well. For this meeting, in addition to the regular postings, City Clerk Lohrbach sent residents within 500ft of the approved courts a letter; as some residents do not have or receive updates on Facebook, get the newspaper, read the City Website’s Alerts & Notices, read the Council Meeting Agenda Packets posted on the website, or see the postings in the public box at City Hall. 

· Barb Schrandt, 421 West Street, voiced concerns about noise, location, court surfaces, and fences involved in this project.
· Dean Schrandt, 421 West Street, feels the residents nearby have a right to quiet without excessive noise.  He also said there could be property value loss to nearby homes and some legal battles if the court is built.  He is a big fan of having the courts re-located to an area less close to residential areas and he gave council a handout on these other possible locations.  
· Kimberly Wunderlich, 215 6th Street West, lives on a block close to Slingerland Park and feels this park has been overlooked for too often and is not used.  Noise could be a concern, but the location is in a public park and decibel levels will decrease away from the court.  If the courts were moved to near the dog park, residents may not know they are there and if part of Slingerland Park is sold to move the courts, something could move in that could also lower property values.
· Martha Vrieze from Friends of Mantorville said that Slingerland Park has been an underutilized park all these years and is a perfect location.  She referenced the bandshell put into Riverside Park and that no one seemed concerned about a loss in property value there.  The acoustic wraps that will be used on the court will drop the decibel level down from 70 to 32 or less.  They will cost $15-20,000, but Friends of Mantorville is willing to do this. She is working with a team from the Twin Cities that designs these courts and when it is all said and done, Friends of Mantorville will pay for the courts, around $115,000.  The courts could also be rented out and this would be a source of income for the parks.
· Tracy Lee stated that the courts were approved back in November 2024 at the informational forum.  She said that the K-M pickleball program has to turn away students because so many adults play and pickleball would help this underutilized park.  The courts will not be lighted so hours will be minimized.  She also said that there are special paddles and balls that can help to decrease noise.
· Renee Dina, 121 5th Street West, feels the first informational session in November was not publicized well enough.  She said tennis courts in other towns have been fine, but when they switched to pickleball courts, there were complaints.  She noted that there are ongoing lawsuits regarding noise and she feels there is no way to abate this noise within the proximity to homes and municipalities must consider this.  For example, Utah will not allow pickleball withing 150ft of residential homes.  She stated that she also sent a study from the State of Colorado to Council.
· William Reding, 220 6th Street West, is concerned about parking for the pickleball courts.  He also read that values in property can decrease 10-20% if you live 1 block away.  He said that the City would possibly need to make up this lost value to him if the courts are put in the current location. 
· John Buckingham, a local realtor, said pickleball is a growing activity that brings people together, but property values surrounding pickleball courts is an ongoing concern for nearby residents in all cities.  Change is new and can be uncomfortable, but it is inevitable; either you’re growing or you’re not.  The park is meant to be used by the public.  He believes pickleball could improve values on homes nearby, not hurt them; and that if part of Slingerland is sold, something could be located there that could be worse.
· Matt Wohlenhaus, 219 5th Street West, had concerns about parking and restrooms.  Martha Vrieze said first it’s getting people to come and that 10 parking spaces are currently in the plan.  Later bathrooms could connect to water and sewer and picnic tables could be added. 
· Virgil Andrist, 101 3rd Street West, said he heard the City could lease some land from Dodge County for $1.  Vrieze replied that it is a rumor.  Councilmember Hoaglund said it had been mentioned, but he hadn’t heard anything back as of yet.
· Councilmember Potter said he had reached out to USA Pickleball in Colorado regarding noise issues and they said courts should be located away from homes 300 feet with noise dampening, more without it. Vrieze replied that different States and elevations also need to be taken into consideration and that she is currently working with noise dampening that would cut it in half.  Councilmember Potter still has concerns about this. Mayor Ingalls said nothing is happening tonight, Vrieze and Potter can gather more information and come back with their findings.
· Erica Wohlfiel, 920 Jefferson Street, said this situation feels similar to when the Dog Park was going to be built.  Many residents were against it at first, but now enjoy seeing it used.  Her grandchildren are excited about pickleball and she would also like to see safer equipment at the park.
· A resident asked why this issue was being brought up again.  Mayor Ingalls said that some residents were not aware of the first informational meeting.  
· Another asked if it was brought up again because a resident was threatening to sue.  Mayor Ingalls said no.
· Councilmember Nash mentioned that the minutes from previous meetings are posted on the city website.  A resident commented that they are hard to find.  Councilmember Nash recognized this and said that residents can also call City Hall and City Clerk Lohrbach will get the necessary information for them.

Councilmember Nash motioned and Councilmember Potter seconded to close the informational session.

Motion Carried:  5 ayes / 0 nays

	B.  City Clerk Lohrbach put together ordinance books for Council that will be easier for 
                  them to use.  Council reviewed the zoning ordinances regarding cannabis businesses in 
      town and Mayor Ingalls reiterated that the City cannot make it so strict that no business 
[bookmark: _Hlk192248444]      of this type can be located here.  



10. Tabled Items

A. Security cameras for City Hall, City Shop, and Fire Department.

B. Discussion of land donation to the city.

C. The City Cannabis Ordinance was pulled from the table.

Council passed Ordinance No. 2025-01 Amending Title XI and Title XV of the City 
Code of Ordinances Pertaining to Cannabis and Hemp Businesses.

      Councilmember Nash motioned and Councilmember Potter seconded to approve the 
      Ordinance.

      Motion carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays

      Councilmember Nash moved and Councilmember Potter seconded to pass Resolution
      2025-06 Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 2025-01 by Title and Summary.

      Motion Carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays


11. Reports

A. Public Works Report
1) The well motor needs work.  The previous repairs are less than a year old.  Public Works Lead Joe Adams reached out to the Fire Department that we will need the City of Kasson to help if there is a fire during this time.  Adams has a meeting with the well company tomorrow.

2) Adams said it will be approximately 1.5 Million Dollars to put in a new well.  Laura Qualey from CEDA is looking into possible grants for this project.

Councilmember Nash mentioned that the Street by the wellhouse is a bad one and maybe could be closed off to make room for the future well?  Adams said the wellhouse there is old and the future well, when it’s put in, should have a newer one.

Infrastructure will meet to discuss this issue further.

B. City Clerk Report
1) Training for the Council with the City Attorney will be Monday, March 10th at 5:00pm with the regular council meeting following after at 6:30pm.

2) City Clerk Lohrbach asked for permission to donate a shirt from the City to the basket for the Dodge County Expo on March 29th.  

Councilmember Hoaglund Moved and Councilmember Nash Seconded to approve the donation of a shirt to the Dodge County Expo basket.

Motion Carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays

3) Council pulled item number 10B off the table.

Councilmember Nash motioned and Councilmember Hoaglund seconded.

Motion Carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays

The owner of the land parcel being donated to the City up near Stagecoach Road would like to know if the City is willing to pay the back taxes on the parcel.

Councilmember Hoaglund motioned and Councilmember Nash seconded to approve paying the back taxes of $50.49 for this parcel.

Motion Carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays

City Clerk Lohrbach will consult with the City Attorney to draw up a donation agreement for this parcel.

Item was put back on the table.  

C. Consultant Report
No report

D. Committee Reports

1) Chamber 
· Mantorville is coordinating with the City of Kasson this year for the Old Fashioned Christmas event in December.  This year, there will be a lighted parade the night before the event.
· The Chamber will represent Mantorville at the Dodge County Expo on March 29th and others can donate to the prize basket from the City as well.  This year, the Expo will be having a Breakfast from 8:00am-2:00pm for only 25 cents to celebrate the Expo’s 25th show.
2) Economic Development Authority
· $17,000 of Rochester Sales Tax Dollars was approved for the final costs on the bandshell at Riverside Park.  There will be live music Tuesday evenings and it will be $750 to sponsor a band night.
· Public Works Lead Adams is checking with Laura Qualey from CEDA about other grants for the weather siren replacement.
3) Finance/Budget
4) Fire Department
· The pick-up for grass fires needs to be serviced. 
5) Infrastructure
6) Kasson Mantorville Joint Powers
7) Mantorville Restoration Association
8) Park Board
· Meets March 25th
9) Personnel
10) Fire Relief
11) Township
12) Decorations
· The Decoration Committee needs to meet to order the new banners for the street lights.  City Clerk will look up how much of the beautification grants has been used thus far.  

E. Councilmember Reports

· Councilmember Nash went to training Friday and Saturday and recommends doing it.  It is still offered in Plymouth and Alexandria.
· Councilmember Nash and City Clerk Lohrbach attended the South East MN League of Municipalities annual meeting. EMS support for Rural Minnesota was an item on their agenda this year.
· Councilmember Hoaglund would like to resolve the pickleball issue as soon as possible.

F. Mayor’s Report


12. Executive session
No Items







13. Adjourn

Councilmember Hoaglund moved and Councilmember Nash seconded to adjourn the meeting.

Motion Carried: 5 ayes / 0 nays

Meeting adjourned at 8:57pm.





Approved:  March 10, 2025.


_____________________________
Gretchen Lohrbach
City Clerk-Treasurer
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